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XIl. A Letter from Richard Brocklesby
M.D. and F. R.S. to the Prefident, con-
cerning the Indian Poifon, fent over from
M. de la Cond\mine, Member of the Royal
Academy of Sciences gz Paris.

Honoured Sir,
ng’ Feb. 5. HE_ Subje&s of Natural Hiftory are
17457 often ftrange and uncommon ; but

the Authors who have treated on them have not
failed, on their Parts, to {fupport and raifc the Won-
der, and once conceived Aftonithment, by afcribing
Propertics which never cxifted in Nature s thus in-
duiging the Humour of finding a Marvellous in all
Thinps, Truths have been greatly obfcured, and
Errors propagated  without Number,

It is to this Caufe originally (if T miftake not)
we are to afcribe the prodigious Maolriplicity of Poi-
ions, and that cquaily numcrous Tribe of Antidotcs,
treated of by the Ancients in their Materia medica ;
and I (hould be very glad to have found modern
Authors always jult to Trath, in the Qualities by
thern afeeib’d o particular Drags,

Upon hearing lately Pare of Mr. Fuan Antonio
de Loa's Letter to you, Sir, Iwas fufpicious Mr. de /a
Condarsive had raken fome Fa&s there upon the
Aarhority of "others, or clfc had been himfelf a lie-
tle too much addidied to that genceral Byas of Man
kind, the Love of Prodizy and Wonder.
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In order to be better fausfy’d, I diffolved, in a cet-
tain Quantity of fair Wacer, as much of the [ndian
Poifon as could be ﬁ.f,mud;d and let it ftand to
clcar 24 Hours; and, having made a upuorficial [n-
cifion with a Lancer into the Nofe of a young Car,
a few Drops were fprinkicd on the Wound.  The
Creatare at firft dilcoverd no Marks of Injury re-
ceivid s yer in half an Hour {he fcem’d, by mewing
more than Dbefore, to be fenfibie of fome Pam.
Thus fhe remain’d about 20 Minutes s when at length
fhe thiverd, was f{icepy, foon became convuls'd, and,
in about half an Hour, her Limbs were fliccid, and
her Belly {weild, Thefe Symptoms continu’d, till
fhe in a fhort time uspxrd

Somec time pafs’d, cer I fat down to inquire what
vifible Effccts had been produced on the Body. 1
then feparated the Head from its Trunk, and care-
fully examin’d the Brain, and particularly the
Origin of the Nerves; bur when I had confider'd it
thoroughly, T could not difcover any preternatural
Appcarance in any of thefe Parts,  Having [pent near
haif an Hour in this Inquiry, I oper’d the Thorax,
and, with fome Surprize, found tlu. Puliation of the
Becart as regular, as if rhe Animal wete in perfect
Health.  This Appearance cont nu'd above two Hours
atter the Cat’s Head was oft; but afterwards lan-
guifl'd, and was much weaker.

I then open’d one Wentricle of the Hearr, in which
the Blood was formewhar coaguiazed. This may be
thouglit to be parily owing to the Mcdicine 5 for,
foon after it had produc’d Convulfions in the Cua-
ture, I had a Mind to fee whar Biooding would do,

Ggo o2 and

LAy



[ 410]
and with that View cut off the Tail; but, contrary
to my ExpeQation, the Arteries that fupply it with
Blood bled very littles and, upon cutting off the
Head, the Carotids and both Vertebrals did not pour
out above half a common Spoonful.

But as it might be queftion’d by fome, from the
Continuance of the Heart’s Pulfation, whether the
Cat might not poflibly, if let alone, have recoverd,
I pourd a few Drops of the fame Solution as before
into a fuperficial Wound of a young Dog, weighing
12 Pounds: The Creature, in lefs than an Hour,
thiver'd, became fleepy, was very cold, and fo ftupid,
that he fuffer’d himfclf to be often burnt by the
hot Afhes beneath the Grate, where he lay for
Warmth.

In this comatous Way he continu’d ncar four Hours,
and then thook off his Szwpor, and was much better.
I left him all Night, and found him next Morning
quite well, and as hungry as ever. Upon this I
made an Incifion at that time into onc of the crural
Veins, and pour’d a few Drops of the Solution into
it : In lefs than 10 Minutces the Dog gave Signs of
grcat Pain, foon fhiverd, grew cold, was convuls'd,
and in lcfs than 20 Minutes died.

Upon opening him nothing uncommon was found,
nor was the Blood in this Creature’s Heart fo thick
as in the former, The crural Vein did not bleed
trom a large Orifice, afier the Poifon was infufed,
though it was likely to do it betore.

Dut, as fome Authors have faid, that Birds in par-
ticular are inftantly deprived of Life, if the leatt
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Particle of certain Poifons arc infufed into tlie
Biood, I had a Mind to try onc Experiment, and to
this End infufed a few Drops of our Solution into
a cuticular Wound of a fmall Bird. This occafion’d
hanging of the Feathers, and a Szupor, in lefs than
10 Minutcs, and kill'd him in fomewhat more than
fittcen.

I gave about two Drachms of Sugar to another
Bird of the fame kind, and fhortly afterwards pour’d
a little of the Solution into its Mouth; but two
Drops had fcarce touch’d his Tongue before the
Creature was convuly'd, and I could with Difheulty
lay him down bcefore all Motion was taken away.

I gave thefe two Birds to two Cats s and whether
from cating them or not I don't pretend to fay, the
Cats made fo uncommon a Noife the whole Nighe,
that they difturb’d the Family’s Reft,

From thefe Experiments we find that the fuppofed
Specific is of no manner of Ufe, cven when the
Poifon is only taken at the Mouth; and from them
it may appcar probable, that our Poifon is ncarly
upon the fame Footing with white Arfenic in the
Cure of the Tooth ach.

Thus, Sir, having farisficd myfelf, T thought I
could do no lcfs than give you an Account of tlic
Refult of my Trials. If they contain’d any thing that
could afford you any Picafure, ten times the Trouble
I have taken would be amply repaid; but as the
Subje&t idfeif is far from the moft entertaining, and
1 am contcious that others muay have carried it on
to much better Purpofe, {o I have nothing to picad
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in Excule of this Trouble, farther than that I have
the Honour to be with great Refpedt,

S IR,
Londen, Jan. 14.
1746-7. Tour moft obliged,

and bumble Servant,

Richard Brocklesby.

XL A Lezter from M. Richard Dunthorne,
to the Rev. Ny, Cha. Mafon, F.R.S. and
Wocdwardian Profeflor of Nat. Hift. az
Cambridge, concerning the Mcow's Motion.

8 IR, Cambridge, Nov. 4. 1746.
Read Feb. 3. N the Preface to my lunar Tables, I
1746 7. hinted, that one Ule of publifhing
thofc Tables would be, the aflitting ot Perfons defirous
farther to redity the lunar Aftron womy, by cnabling
them more readily to compare the Newtonian Thcory
with Obfcrvations.

Since the Publifhing thofc Tables, 1 havc fpent
fome Thwe myfelf in rhac Compariions and here
fond you the Refulr, that you may communicate it
to the Royal Society, if you think it deferves to be
made public.

As the Motion of cvery fccondary Planet muft
partake of the Errors in the Theory of its primary,
I thought proper, before 1 undertook the Examina-
tion of the lunar Numbers, to comrpare thofe of the
Sun with Objervagions, 1 compared feveral Sets of
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